
MEETING MINUTES  

DECEMBER 20TH MEETING 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Amy Jo Stout.  Everyone stood and said the pledge to the 

flag. The following people were in attendance Amy Jo Stout, Nancy Sleasman, Mike Hutchison, James 

Zieglemeier, Melissa Cramer, Attorney Ben Carroll, Caryoln Romesberg, and Kevin Yoder.  There were 3 

guests in attendance as well, Peggy and Michael Wright, and Larry Mazer. 

A motion was made to approve the minutes from the November 10th meeting. Jim Zieglemeier made a 

motion to approve with corrections to be made.  The corrections were the spelling of his name and 

Nancy Sleasman wanted to go on the record as being against the motion from the last meeting whereas 

the council voted to accept the budget with a motion changing the budget.  She wanted it to be known 

that she objected to the motion, but she was never asked the phrase all opposed. Mike Hutchison 

seconded the motion. 

The Wrights were here to voice their feelings about the neighbor that they are having trouble with.  It is 

an ongoing issue, and they want to vacate the alley between the two houses so that they can erect a 

fence.  Ben told them this is a civil action, and they should hire an attorney.  

Larry Mazer was here for updates on the Community Action Group.  The group has started their plans 

for the upcoming year. Grove-fest is slated to take place on July 15th, Caryoln Romesberg is going to see 

if that day is available for the group to use the grove. It will start at 5 pm.  They plan on having four food 

trucks. The farmer’s market is starting June 1st and running through the end of September. Larry Mazer 

also asked the council if they would consider reentering the Chamber of Commerce. It would help with 

advertising of the group’s activities throughout the year including the Light-up Night Festivities. 

Larry Mazer also gave an update on the Veteran’s and Memorial Park. The Heritage Coal Co. gave the 

park committee a match of $38,500.  They have $18,249.16 here in the Borough’s accounts. They have 

an additional $94083.67 with the Community Foundation for a total of $112,232.00.  The Argo Group 

(Rockwood Insurance) donated $2000.00 for a total of $114,332.  The next phases of the park will go out 

for rebid in the Spring.  The committee intends to apply for a grant in the amount of$35,0000.00. The 

committee is confident that they will have an enough funding to finish the park in the Spring.  

Next Larry Mazer addressed the parking issue that happened at his home over Thanksgiving.  The 

council decided to revisit the ordinance over the next few meetings, and it may be amended. Attorney 

Carroll sent a copy of the ordinance to Caryoln Romesberg, and she said she would send it to the Chief 

of police.  

Kevin Yoder gave the Engineers report. The NPDES Permit is under review. The Broadway Street 

Extension project will start in the Spring.  The shop drawings were approved and the company that was 

awarded the project will start to store some items at the Sewer plant more towards Spring.  The Main 

Streetscape project and the Utility Improvement Project for the Sanitary Sewer system is on hold until 

Kevin Yoder can look at the report from State Pipe that he was handed today at the meeting.  He will 

have a better understanding of the projects scope once he reviews the report and photos. Kevin Yoder 

applied for Covid relief fund money for the Black Township Pump Station and for the H2O grant.  He will 

know more about funding once he gets the results from these grants. The water tank is to stay on the 

agenda as a check list item.  The Mamco Meter is still not calibrated. The Army Corp of Engineers gave a 



minimal acceptable rating for the Flood Control. The Corp is suggesting that we have the sediment 

removed from the ponds.  There is a 15% match for a grant for this. 

 

Samantha Bartko stated there were only 8 calls to the police station this past month. It has been quiet 

as far as the police go. Chief Clark is working to get all the back reports done that haven’t been done for 

the last twelve years. 

Carroll Law gave an update on the Roberta Miller property.  The outcome will be contingent on the 

results of the Central City project he should know more in the next couple of months. 

Under new business, Nancy Sleasman made a motion to pay the monthly bills. Samantha Bartko 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor. Amy Jo Stout gave an update on the Christmas Committee. 

Mike Hutchison made a motion to adopt the 2023 budget for the Borough. James Zieglemeier seconded 

the motion. Nancy Sleasman was the only opposing vote. Motion carried. The meeting dates for 2023 

were approved and Caryoln Romesberg is going to get the dates advertised. James Zieglemeier made 

the motion to approve Beer Ream to be retained as the Boroughs auditors for the upcoming year. 

Samantha Bartko and Nancy Sleasman seconded the motion. All were in favor. Nancy Sleasman made a 

motion to approve the retaining of the Carroll Law Firm and Appalachian Engineering for the 2023 year.  

James Zieglemeier second the motions. James Zieglemeier made a motion to approve the wage increase 

for the Boroughs employees for the upcoming year. Mike Hutchison seconded the motion.  All were in 

favor. 

The meeting went to Executive Session at 8:10. Kevin Yoder left the meeting at this point.  The mayor 

stayed and Caryoln Romesberg was asked to go to her office and put on some music, but she was not 

dismissed yet. 

The Council returned from Executive Session at 8:49 pm. The meeting resumed with post Executive 

Session New Business.  First order of business is to amend the agenda to reflect the additional actions 

that will be stated.  Mike Hutchison made the motion to amend the agenda.  Samantha Bartko seconded 

the motion. Motion carried. Mike Hutchison made the motion for Amy Jo Stout to step down as 

President of the Borough Council. Nancy Sleasman seconded the motion. Nancy Sleasman then made a 

motion to elect James Zieglemeier as the President of the Borough Council. Mike Hutchison seconded 

the motion. There was a call for other nominations at this point hearing no other nominations the floor 

was closed and the vote was all in for James Zieglemeier to be the new Borough President. Samantha 

Bartko was then nominated by Mike Hutchison to be the next Vice President of Borough Council. The 

floor was closed and hearing no other nominations the vote was taken all were in favor.  There was no 

opposition offered by Amy Jo Stout for any of these nominations or motions. The new positions were 

explained and the only new things that need to be done is for the bank accounts to reflect these newly 

elected positions and that the President will have to run the meetings and in the absence of the 

President the Vice President will be doing the honors.  The FNB accounts will have Nancy Sleasman, 

Caryoln Romesberg, James Zieglemeier and Samantha Bartko. The accounts will need to have Larry 

Mazer and Amy Jo Stout removed. At this point of time, Mike Hutchison went on record as to say, Amy 

Jo, if you had any integrity at all you would leave council.  Samantha Bartko made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:56 pm. Mike Hutchison seconded the motion.  All were in favor. Meeting adjourned. 



 

 


